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Learning and Teaching Coptic

1. Introduction
2. Reading Coptic Texts with and without translations, 

linguistic features visible
3. Advanced features of the Coptic Dictionary Online
4. Using Natural Language Processing to analyze 

Coptic text
5. Searching the Database to Help Identify Puzzling 

Words or Word Combinations
6. Additional Resources



2

1. Introduction
copticscriptorium.org

Open source, open access 
Interdisciplinary research platform 
for Coptic language and literature
§ NLP tools
§ Digital texts, digital editions
§ Searchable database of text and annotations
§ Collaborative annotation environment
§ coptic-dictionary.org with German partners
§ Linked data

http://copticscriptorium.org/
https://coptic-dictionary.org/
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Coptic Scriptorium Team
Co-PI

Amir Zeldes, Assoc. Prof. of Linguistics
Georgetown University 
amir.zeldes@georgetown.edu 

Full team at https://copticscriptorium.org/about
Funding

Current: NEH Preservation and Access Humanities Collections Reference 
and Resources Program (PW-290519-23)

Additionally: NEH Digital Humanities Advancement Grant (HAA-261271-18), 
NEH Division of Preservation and Access (PW-51672-14); NEH Office of 
Digital Humanities (HD-51907; HG-229371); DFG; BMBF (German Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research); Georgetown University; University of 
Oklahoma; University of the Pacific; Humboldt University; Canisius College

mailto:amir.zeldes@georgetown.edu
https://copticscriptorium.org/about


2. Practice Reading Coptic
https://data.copticscriptorium.org 

• Normalized: spelling regularized, 
supralinear strokes removed (to 
enable search); words linked to 
Coptic Dictionary online

• Analytic: can choose to show 
English translation (where 
available), part of speech, links to 
Wikipedia for places/people, etc

• Diplomatic: manuscript 
transcription

https://data.copticscriptorium.org/


2. Practice Reading Coptic
https://data.copticscriptorium.org 

• Normalized: spelling regularized, 
supralinear strokes removed (to 
enable search); words linked to 
Coptic Dictionary online

• Analytic: can choose to show 
English translation (where 
available), part of speech, links to 
Wikipedia for places/people, etc

• Diplomatic: manuscript 
transcription

Each “work” may be in multiple 
documents (i.e., individual sayings in the 
AP, ms fragments in Shenoute’s writings 
etc.); shown in order of reading

https://data.copticscriptorium.org/
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3. Advanced Features: Coptic Dictionary Online

Multiple partners:
§ Coptic Scriptorium (esp. Dr. 

Amir Zeldes & students at 
Georgetown U)

§ Berlin-Brandenburg 
Academy

§ Göttingen Academy & 
Göttingen University

§ Leipzig and Free Universities
§ Göttingen Old Testament 

Project

https://coptic-dictionary.org 

https://coptic-dictionary.org/
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4. Using Natural Language Processing to analyze 
Coptic text
§ https://copticscriptorium.org/tools -> NLP service

§ https://tools.copticscriptorium.org/coptic-nlp/ 

Enter Coptic (Unicode) 
text -> output segmented 
into words, part of 
speech, etc.

https://copticscriptorium.org/tools
https://tools.copticscriptorium.org/coptic-nlp/
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4. Using Natural Language Processing to analyze 
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https://copticscriptorium.org/tools
https://tools.copticscriptorium.org/coptic-nlp/
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5. Searching the Database to Help Identify 
Puzzling Words or Word Combinations

Access database:
§ Dictionary (red C)
§ ”Search ANNIS” button when reading texts at 

data.copticscriptorium.org

§ https://annis.copticscriptorium.org/annis/scriptorium 

https://annis.copticscriptorium.org/annis/scriptorium
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5. Searching the Database to Help Identify 
Puzzling Words or Word Combinations

Searching
§ Dictionary headword: lemma=/ⲟⲩⲱϣ/
§ Normalized word: norm=/ⲟⲩⲱϣ/ or norm=/ⲟⲩ.*ϣ/
§ Bound group: 

§ norm_group=/ⲛⲉⲥⲟⲩⲱϣ/ 

§ norm_group=/.*ⲟⲩⲉϣⲟⲩ/

§ norm_group=/ⲡⲉⲧⲛⲁⲟⲩⲉ.*/

https://annis.copticscriptorium.org/annis/scriptorium 

https://annis.copticscriptorium.org/annis/scriptorium
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6. Additional Resources 
https://copticscriptorium.org/documentation/ 

https://copticscriptorium.org/documentation/
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Thank you! 
We appreciate your 

feedback!


